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WCC Breaks with Tradition : Elects Two Laymen to Presidium 


(New Delhi) - Mid-way through its Third Assembly, now meeting here, the 
World Council of Churches made a break with tradition by electing two lay- 
men to its presidiun. 


They are Sir Francis Ibiam, governor of the Eastern Province of 
Nigeria, physician, and distinguished Presbyterian, and Mr. Charles C. 
Parlin (USA) ; an outstanding Methodist and a senior member of a law firm 
in New York City. 


The first and only other lay president of the WCC until now was 
Miss Sarah Chakko, who was asked to fill a vacancy that had occurred in the 
presidium between the first and second Assemblies. Miss Chakko, principal 
of the Women's Christian College at Lucknow, had served for only a few 
months when she died from a heart attack. 


Four more presidents have been elected by the Assembly. They are the 
100th Archbishop of Canterbury (Dr. A. Michael Ramsey) who is Primate of 
All England and Metropolitan of the Anglican Communion; Archbishop Iakovos 
of the Greek Archdiocese of North and South America; Dr. Martin Niemoller, 
president of the Evangelical Church of Hesse-Nassau, and a member of the 
WCC!s Executive Committee; and the Rev. Dr. David G. Moses, principal of 
Hislop College, Nagpur, India. 


To honour another great layman, Dr. J. H. Oldham (Great Britain), a 
pioneer of the modern ecumenical movement, the Assembly has revived the 
office of "honorary president". This title, which stands first among all 
the WCC's officers, was last held by Dr. George K. A. Bell, the former 
Anglican Bishop of Chichester, who died in 1958. 
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The Assembly has also chosenits Central Committee - the body which is 
responsible for policy-making between Assemblies of this fellowship of 198 
autonomous Protestant, Orthodox, and Anglican Churches in 60 countries. 


Because of the integration of the International Missionary Council 
with the WCC - the first action taken by the Assembly at its opening 
session on November 19 - the 577 delegates present have stepped up the 
membership of the Central Committee from 90 to 100 members. They will 
hold office until the Fourth Assembly and will determine when and where 


this shall take place. It will probably be held six or seven years from 
now. 


Russian Church Represented 


The entry into membership at New Delhi of the Russian Orthodox Church 
is reflected in the election of five Russian representatives to the Central 
Committee. Their election increases the representation of Hastern Orthodox 
Churches on the Central Committee from 12 to 17. 


There are also representatives from churches in Hungary, Rumania, and 
Czechoslovakia; from Ghana, Ethiopia, Tanganyika, Kenya, Cameroun, Mada- 
gascar, and South Africa; from Sarawak and Indonesia; from Brazil and 
the Argentine; and from Finland and the Philippines. 


There are now 21 representatives from North America - one fewer than 
on the old committee. African representation has been increased from five 
to nine. Asian representation is now 13, an increase of one and from 
Latin America it is three, instead of the one member on the old body. 


Representation from Great Britain continues at 10 and from Australia 
and New Zealand at five. 


Fifteen members of the new Central Committee are lay persons of whom 
five are women. The remaining 85 are clergymen. They include 49 bishops, : 
archbishops, and metropolitans of Anglican, Orthodox, and Methodist churches. 


The denominational spread of the members is Orthodox 17, Lutheran 16, 
Reformed 15, Anglican 12, Methodist 11, United Churches 10, Baptist 5, 
Congregationalist 4, Syrian Orthodox 2, and one each from the Coptic 
Church, Ethiopian Church, Disciples, Old Catholics, Mar Thoma Syrian 
Church, Philippine Independent Church, Moravians, and the Salvation Army. 


Thirty-two members of the new committee served on the previous one. 
They include the former chairman and vice-chairman, Dr. Franklin Clark Fry 
and Ur. nrnest A. Payne. 


The new Central Committee meets in New Delhi, December 6-7, immediately 
after the Third Assembly adjourns, and will then elect its officers and 
committees. 


Drafting Sessions 


From the afternoon of Tuesday, November 21, until the afternoon of 
Thursday, November 30, most of the work of the Assembly has been done in 
section meetings, charged with framing the general principles which will 
guide the WCC on questions concerning Witness, Service, and Unity during 
the coming years. Major documents under all three headings will be sub- 
mitted to the Assembly in its final days. 
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The 16 members of the delegation from the newly elected Russian 
Orthodox Church have taken an active part in these section meetings. They 
have shown a special interest in matters concerning Faith and Order but 
their participation has not been limited to this subject. 


Section meetings have been followed by committee meetings which have 
tried to translate the principles laid down by the sections into concrete 


programmes for the WCC's staff to carry out from day to day on behalf of 
the churches. 


All this has involved an immense amount of drafting in the preparation 
of reports for submitting to the full Assembly at its final plenary sessions. 
Drafters of documents have been working far into the night. As soon as 
their work has been completed it has been turned over to the army of typists 
who have worked astonishing hours behind the scenes duplicating mounds of 
documents in time for these to be on the delegates! desks next morning. 


An immense amount of ground has been covered by the sections and 
committees in their searching surveys... This has been made possible by 
splitting the sections and committees into groups and sub-groups to wrestle 
with particular problems. Their conclusions have been later worked over 
by the full section or committee meeting together. 


Despite all this, time has been found, usually in the late evening 
and usually in the huge tent called "shamiana", in the grounds of the 
Vigyan Bhavan, India's ultra-modern conference hall where the Third 
Assembly is being held, for a series of public meetings. EPS, Geneva 


Niles on Witness 


(New Delhi) - "The Christian faith is of such a nature that it demands 
proclamation", a prominent Asienchurch leader asserted here. 


And the Christian, said Dr. D. T. Niles of Ceylon, general secretary 
of the Fast Asia Christian Conference, "must speak to prove that, only as 
men accept the dangers which lie on the road of Christ's discipleship, is 
there hope for men and for all mankind". 


Dr. Niles served as chairman of a panel discussion on "Why We Must 
Speak" at a general session of the Third Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches. Six other speakers participated in the panel devoted to 
mission and evangelism. 


He stated that Christianity "is not just a wisdom, if so it cane be 
fauent. . not simply a religious life into which people can be initiated 
. . not primarily a programme to be put into effect". 


tidtis", he-seid, “in 1Lts essence, an event to be declared. Some- 
thing has happened, scuething has been done, which is of decisive signifi- 
cance for each man and for all men, for each generation and for all time. 


"We must speak because these events must be proclaimed. Every man 
has the right to know them. Indeed, every man must know them. So that 
we, who know, have also the obligation to share." 


Those who charge that Christ "teaches dangerous nonsense", Dr. Niles 
said, "put Him in a sanctuary", where Neamidst soft music or hearty sing- 
ing, the chant of the liturgy, or the shout of Hallelujah, His nonsense 
can be worshipped without proving dangerous, souls can be saved without 
disturbing the world." 
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In today's world, he added, "the task of Christ's witnesses is the 
task of bringing His kind of nonsense to bear on the problems created by 
man's knowledge of atomic power, on the hopes awakened by men's desire 
everywhere to be politically free, on the realization that has come that 
this is one world and can be made safe for man, in peace, in justice and 
in plenty, only as one world." EPS, Geneva 


study on Bible Usage 


(New Delhi) - The World Council of Churches and the United Bible Societies 
have launched a joint study to determine specific ways in which the 
Biblical message is being set forth in evangelism. 


Dr. A. E. Inbanathan, general secretary of the Bible Society of India 
and Ceylon, said the study will inquire into the relevance of the Bible to 
the problems of modern society, and the use of the Bible in the encounter 
with other religions. 


Announcement of the study was made here Friday, December 1, by Dr. 
Inbanathan at a general session of the World Council's Third Assembly. A 
second speaker was the Archbishop of York, Dr. Donald Coggan, president of 
the United Bible Societies. They spoke on "The Bible and the Church's Task". | 


Dr. Inbanathan indicated that the study will also inquire into how 
the Bible is used as the "cutting edge" of evangelism, as a collection of 
words for today, as a source of rules for ethical behaviour, and as a book 
by which one merely proves some truths. 


The study will also seek to learn if certain parts of the Bible are 
particularly used and others considered useless or inappropriate, he said. 
Other questions to be raised follow: 


One - Is it true that in so-called revivalism only one particular 
stream of Biblical teaching is used? If so, what are the reasons? 


Two - Is it true that a certain newer type of so-called church evange- 
lism is only incidentally using the Bible or standing on no Biblical basis 
as such? 


Three=- What examples can be gathered as to how both of these groups 
understand salvation, history, salvation-history, Kingdom of God, and 
principalities and powers? Can such research provide insight into the 
nature of the dividing factors? EPS, Geneva 


Revival of Interest in Bible 


(New Delhi) - Revival of interest in serious Bible study is beginning to 
appear in many parts of Christendom, the Third Assembly of the World Council 


of Churches has heard here. 


"Phere is evidence ofa renewed confidence in the Bible", said the 
Rev. Edwin H. Robertson of Geneva, Switzerland, study secretary of the 
United Bible Societies. 


'Tt+ is limited, but considerable. What is now emerging - although it 
has not yet gone very far - 1S a new openness to the Bible. When both are 
fully grown, we may see the Bible used as effectively in time of peace and 
prosperity as it can be in time of crisis. But that time is not yet." 
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Mr. Robertson was one of three speakers at a general session whose 
theme was "The Bible and the Churches! Task". The others were the Arch- 
bishop of York, the Most Rev. Frederick D. Coggan, who is president of the 
United Bible Societies, and the Rev. Dr. A. E. Inbanathan of Bangalore, 
general secretary of the Bible Society of India and Ceylon. 


"The pressure of the new literates", the UBS study secretary said, 
"and the awful challenge of that question, 'What shall they read?! is 
enough to convince us that the distribution of Christian literature, and 
especially the Bible, is an urgent concern. 


"Yet, distribution alone is no answer. 'How shall they read?! is as 
important a question as 'What shall they read?'. . .Sheer distribution can 
be harmful or just ineffective." 


He pointed out that "there are many in Europe today who reverently 
keep Bibles in their houses to collect dust", while others, reading the 
Scriptures, "turn away from the obvious meaning of the Word of God and seek 
to weave theories of their own making". 


Mr. Robertson cited a number of the contemporary developments in the 
Protestant, Roman Catholic and Orthodox churches of different countries 
that involved a "quickened interest in the Bible as a guide to life". 

EPS, Geneva 


Archbishop of York on Need for Scriptures 


(New Delhi) - Expanded Christian activities in evangelism and the supply of 
Christian literature are failing to keep pace with the world's growth in 
population and literacy, the Archbhsiop of York, the Most Rev. Dr. F. D. 
Coggan, said here. 


The English prelate, who is chairman of the United Bible Societies, 
told delegates at the World Council of Churches! Third Assembly that the 
Christian percentage of the earth's population will drop from 33 to 20 in 
the second half of this century. 


Moreover, he said, many millions of children and adults are learning 
to read in Asia and Africa without being provided with the briefest por- 
tiOns Of scriptures Or other Christian literature. 


Graphically illustrating his address with statistical charts, Dr. 
Coggan questioned whether "in the strategy of the Church, anything like 
enough stress is being laid on Christian literature, in view of. . .the 
menance of anti-Christian literary propaganda". 


Some portion of the Holy Scriptures now exists in 1,165 languages, 
representing the tongues spoken by 95 percent of the world's population, 
he said. But "there are still over a thousand tongues, mutually unintellig- 
ible, in which some parts at least of the Bible should be translated". 


Furthermore, many of the existing translations "desperately need radi- 
cal attention and revision in the interests of accuracy and 'meaningfulness'", 
according to the Archbishop. "Many were made by men whose zeal and devotion 
were unrivalled, but whose knowledge of the relevant languages was seriously 
limited." 


"Here is a matter of considerable urgency for the Christian Church", 
he said. “If the edge of the Church's weapon is not to be blunted by in- 
accuracy and even error, the Church must be prepared gladly to set aside its 
best men and women 
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"Here is a matter of considerable urgency for the Christian Church", 
he said. "If the edge of the Church's weapon is not to be blunted by 
inaccuracy and even error, the Church must be prepared gladly to set aside 
its best men and women, even at great cost to other departments of its 
work, to do this task which calls for technical skill, delicacy of touch 
and spiritual insight." 


He noted that recent times have seen a heightened interest in the 
Bible among Protestants, Roman Catholics and even "outside the churches". 
Biblical interest in secular spheres "is sometimes rather superficial (but) 
it}is not to be despised", Dr. Coggan said. EPS, Geneva 


Worship Services at Assembly 


(New Delhi) - In addition to morning Bible study and worship services at 
the WCC's Third Assembly, a service of evening prayer has been held every 
night. On Sunday, November 26, there was an open service of Holy Communion 
in the shamiana according to the rite of the Anglican Church of India, 
Pakistan, Burma, and Ceylon - the "host" church to the Assembly. 


This service was open to all present who were baptized communicant 
members of their churches. An estimated 1,500 worshippers knelt at impro- 
vised altars to receive the Lord's Supper from 30 priests who included 
archbishops, bishops, and metropolitans. The celebrant was the Bishop of 
Delhi, the Rt. Rev. Frederick Willis. Others who took part were the metro- 
politans of the Mar Thoma Orthodox Church, the presiding bishop of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church of the USA, the Archbishop of New Zealand, the 
Archtishop of Melbourne, and the Bishops of Nagpur and Lahore. 


The preacher was the Anglican Bishop of Kurunagala, Ceylon, the Rt. 
Rev. Lakdasa De Mel. The Archbishop of Canterbury was present in the 
sanctrary - but did not officiate. 


Most of the congregation, many of whom wore the national dress of 
Asian and African countries, received the sacrament. Those who did not 
were some members of the Orthodox Church and branches of the Lutheran Church 
who do not subscribe to the practice of open communion. 


In addition, there have been services of the Holy Qurbana (Eucharist) 
of St. James, celebrated by delegates from the Syrian Orthodox Church of 
Malabar; the Lutheran Order of Holy Communion; and the Divine Liturgy of 
St. John Chrysostom by the Greek Orthodox Church. EPS, Geneva 


World-wide Coverage of Assembly 

(New Delhi) - Press, radio, and television services throughout the world 
have shown interest in the Assembly to a degree unprecedented for an inter- 
national conference meeting in Asia. By the time the Assembly ends, after 
being spread over 18 days, it is estimated that the cable and telegraph 
office in the Vigyan Bhavan will have despatched 225,000 words written by 
some of the world's topline journalists. 


Bach of the international news services reported that they were filing 
1,500 words of despatches about the Assembly daily. The correspondents of 
world-famous newspapers cabled between 750 and 1,000 words each day. 
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